%, %5 'f,ai %éé %27 K é; 'f,gi %éé e % | K é; 'f/gi %éé G I |
0 & 9 & 0 & 1£$ 0 & 9 & ‘0 & “.E\\\u 0 & 5 J & 0 & “'OE\\\u

The GREAT vine

Gregl’;ound Rescue & Acloptions of Tampa Bag, [nc.
Fall Picnic & Board I lection

Sunday, 11/18/07, From Noon to 4 pm
Al Lopez Park, Shelter # 315
4810 North Himes Avenue, Tampa, FL 33614

Rain or Shine
@ Fun & Games - Costume Contest, others to be announced
® Vendors - some may not accept credit cards, so bring your checkbook!

Cottage Hound Designs

Neena's Greyt Collars

GreytArt

The Barkery

J&J All Natural Pet Supplies

Couch Potato Supplies - crates, x-pens, car seat covers, beds, etc.

COOPOQ®

GREAT Merchandise
Lots of fantastic raffles & auctions

Lunch catered by our own Chef Doug - Menu & prices to be announced

® © & @

Board Elections

There are currently 2 open Board positions. At this time, Carol Chilton, Vice President
and Foster Dog Coordinator, has decided to run again. Kelly English, Board Member,
has decided that this will be her last term on the Board. Also, Kobie Pierce, Treasurer,
has resigned and will turn over the accounting reins to Dave Hardy, GREAT member
since January 2005 and retired accountant. Dave & his wife Leslie are also our Volun-
teer Orientation Coordinators (and do home visits, transporting foster dogs, and many
other needed tasks as well)! In order to insure a smooth transition of the Treasury func-
tion and also to make sure we don’t miss any IRS or state filing requirements, the Board
has unanimously voted to appoint Dave to a two year term.

We will miss Kelly and Kobie on the Board and thank them both for all that they have
done for GREAT over the past several years!

Nominations for the Board will be accepted online at'www.great-greyhound.ord from
Saturday, 10/6/07 through Wednesday, 10/31/07. You may also print out the nomina-
tion form and mail it, but nominations MUST be received in our P.O. Box by 10/31/07. If
you'd like to run for the Board, please submit your nomination and a short bio.

Voting for the Board will be available online from Thursday, 11/1/07 through Saturday,
11/17/07. You will also be able to print out the ballot form and mail it, but ballots MUST
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The GREATVvine

be received in our P.O. Box by 11/17/07. You will also be able to vote in person at the picnic, in the event that you can’t
vote online. If your family is listed as a member of GREAT, every adult family member has a vote.

Only members of GREAT are eligible to vote in Board elections. If you adopted a dog from GREAT anytime between
10/1/06 and the picnic, you are automatically a member and will be eligible to vote. If you are not certain of your mem-
bership status and would like to check, please email GREATInfo@great-greyhound.org.

If you would like to become a member of GREAT, please go towww.great-greyhound.ord and click on “How You Can
Help.” Click on “Membership Information” and follow the instructions. You may also print a membership form and mail it
along with your payment of $25, but in order to be eligible to vote in this year's elections, your payment and form must be

received before 11/18/07.

We look forward to seeing everyone at this year’s picnic!

Traveling With Grcghounds by Kelly Faircloth

Cindy enjoys the view out of a side window...

As many of you know, several members of GREAT pack
up the hounds and travel to exotic locations like Delaware,
South Carolina and Georgia to join other greyhound aficio-
nados in one of our favorite activities - hanging out, talking
about our dogs! My daughter Melinda and | have been
traveling with our hounds for several years now, along with
Carol Chilton, GREAT’s VP and foster dog coordinator.
This means that we end up sharing space with 11 dogs!

In doing this crazy thing every year, we've learned a few
tricks and tips that have made traveling with our pets eas-
ier, more enjoyable and above all, safer. Since the holiday
season approaches and soon thereafter, Sandy Paws at
Jekyll Island, Georgia, | thought this might be a good time
to share some of those tips.

A big issue when you are considering traveling with your
pets is finding pet-friendly accommodations. When you

are heading for a greyhound gathering like Sandy Paws,
many times you'll find that much of the work has been
done for you. However, if this is a trip to visit a family
member or if you are in the middle of a cross-country
move, you'll have to find someplace to stay.

One of the most helpful sites | have found that lists pet-
friendly accommodations is found at, appropriately
enough, www petswelcome.con. You can use this site to
find a list of pet-friendly hotels, motels, vacation homes,
campgrounds, ski resorts, you name it! However, once
you've narrowed down your search terms and found
places that look promising, you will need to contact them
directly to make sure that prices and rules have not
changed. This is true regardless of your source for finding
pet-friendly accommodations. You do NOT want to get to
your destination to find out that the hotel has changed
management and they no longer allow pets!

Depending on how long your trip will be, you will want to
make sure you have overnight stays planned out. When
we used to go up to Dewey Beach, Delaware for Grey-
hounds Reach the Beach, we would stop overnight at the
Comfort Inn in Lumberton, North Carolina. It was reason-
able, clean but not overly fancy, and had a field where we
could walk the dogs. They looked forward to seeing us
every year!

One problem that we’ve noted in our travels is that many
hotel/motel rooms have the lever-type door handles.
These handles, even when locked, will open from the in-
side when they are pushed down. Well, many people find
out the hard way that tall dogs like greyhounds don't have
any trouble pushing down on those handles and many a
grey has been found wandering down a hallway or even


http://www.great-greyhound.org
http://www.petswelcome.com
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worse... running down the road after escaping from the
room. If you are going to leave your dogs in the room at
all, you need to find a way to keep them away from the
door.

One trick we use is to take along an x-pen and use it as a
giant baby-gate, making a foyer that the dogs cannot enter
which keeps them away from the door. This also works
nicely to keep the dogs in the room just in case a hotel
staff person doesn’t notice your “Do Not Disturb” sign. It's
very easy for a person to move the end panel of the x-pen
like a gate, so that you can enter and exit, but until dogs
develop opposable thumbs, this is a skill that will likely
continue to elude them! As you can see in the photo be-
low, one end of the x-pen is between the entertainment
center and the staircase, and the other is between the wall
and the crate (and actually folds to go up the side of the
crate as well) so there is no way the dogs are getting
around it!

T
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Clifford demonstrates how the x-pen keeps greys away from the door!

Speaking of crates, please don't even think about leaving
your greyhounds alone in your hotel room unless you are
absolutely certain that they will not get upset and tear up
the room, have potty accidents, or howl and bark the en-
tire time you are gone. My dogs are very used to traveling
and they have each other for company, so | don't have to
worry about most of them. However, | do have two that |
do not trust to behave themselves while | am gone, so |
carry crates for those two. Of course, this is only going to
work for you if your dog is already crate-trained! Alone in
a hotel room isn’t the optimum time to test your dog, so
please do work on getting him familiar with a crate well
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before your trip. Also, even if you are fully confident that
your dog won't freak out when left in a hotel room, don’t
make the mistake of leaving him for the first time for sev-
eral hours. Leave him for just a few minutes, then come
back and see how he handled it. If you hear him scream-
ing from the hotel lobby, you'll know he didn’t handle it
well. However, if you open the door to find him groggily
lifting his head up to see who is disturbing his nap, you'll
know that you can leave him for a longer period of time.
Do remember though that part of the fun of traveling with
your hounds is to keep your hounds with you! You'll be
the most interesting person around if you are spotted with
your hounds, and who knows, you may even end up con-
vincing someone else that it's high time they adopted a
greyhound!

In the photo at the beginning of this article, you probably
wondered why Cindy is wearing a greyhound muzzle.
Well, what you can’t see in that photo is 4 other Faircloth
hounds, plus a Saluki, all hovering around waiting for her
to give up her seat! We never travel with more than one
dog in the car unless they are all wearing greyhound muz-
zles. | find it MUCH easier to take a few seconds to slip a
muzzle on as | load them up than to take several hours to
find an emergency vet to stitch them up! Vehicles and
other confining spaces are excellent places to start trouble
between dogs. All it takes is for one dog to accidentally
step on another dog’s toe (Mom! She’s touching me!) to
start up a scuffle. By keeping them muzzled, when tem-
pers flare, the worst they can do is make noise!

Again, a road trip isn’t the time to get your greyhounds
used to wearing their muzzles! Start ahead of time and
they will become so used to them that they won’t notice
they are wearing them. | also always muzzle my dogs
when they are together in the back yard, and in fact, they
are so used to this that they wait at the back door, noses
in the air, for me to slip the muzzles on before we go out-
side. Again - a couple of seconds to slip on the muzzle, or
a trip to the emergency vet if someone gets irritated that
they aren't in first place after the first lap? | vote for the
muzzle!

Now that we’ve covered the logistics of being on the road
and living in the hotel, we get down to the worst part of the
trip - packing. When we first started making these trips,
we took way too much stuff and oh, what a nightmare it
was to pack and unpack and then pack and unpack again,
especially with the number of dogs | am hauling around.
Now, while it still looks to others like we are bringing eve-
rything plus the kitchen sink, we actually do have it down
to a science and we take only that which we will actually
need!






