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Liberty is the companion piece to Freedom, the
black mosaic greyhound who now stands in the
Memorial Garden at Grey Haven, home of Grey-
hound Adoptions of Florida (GAF). Both pieces
were sponsored by Kelli Chickos of GREAT, and
the mosaic designs were created and completed
by Kelly & Melinda Faircloth of GREAT. This raffle
was intended to raise funds for GAF and for
GREAT. Liberty is a blue mosaic greyhound,
wearing a collar made of genuine iolite stones set
in sterling silver!

The winner is Dione Garnand of Jacksonville
Beach, Florida!!! Many of you have met Dione...
she has helped during countless workdays at Grey
Haven, and she is also on the Sandy Paws com-
mittee and has been in charge of the Salute to
Senior Hounds at that event. Dione, like so many
who bought tickets, has decided that Liberty
should join her sister Freedom in the Memorial

' Garden!

Dione's generosity means that we ALL won, and
even better, the raffle raised $2520 to be split be-
tween the two groups to help us continue our work
to make life possible for more and more racing grey-
hounds! There are many people to thank: Kelly
Chickos for sponsoring both pieces of art. We
couldn’t have done it without her! Melinda Faircloth
for her amazing designs in glass... each piece
Melinda works on is beautiful and unique. Those .
who bought tickets! We're sorry that each person
couldn’t win, but we hope that everyone feels as
though they helped the greyhounds to win. Dione
for her generous gift to Grey Haven... Liberty will
always stand for Dione and the greyhounds she
loves so dearly! And most of all, to Marilyn Varn-
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berg, an amazing person who inspires us all to con-
tinue to strive to make the world a better place for
greyhounds!

Dione presenting Sport Varnberg with a
senior tribute award during Sandy Paws
2007, as mom Marilyn looks on. Sadly,
Sport passed away at age 15 just a few
weeks ago.
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Christmas in Julg! by Melinda Faircloth

Every year, GREAT raises a substantial amount of funds from our holiday

gift-wrapping event at the Brandon and Carrollwood Barnes & Noble book

stores. In fact, it's usually our biggest fundraiser for the year, and last year
we raised over $5000 between the two stores. It's a lot of work and takes

many volunteer hours during the last part of November and all throughout

December, but what many people may not realize is that we begin prepar-
ing for this event months in advance!

One of the reasons it is such a successful event for us is the care we take
with the customers’ packages, making each one look festive and special
with beautiful paper, ribbons, bows, and package toppers. While Barnes &
Noble supplies a few varieties of paper, the tape, scissors and blank cards
with envelopes, GREAT also purchases a large variety of paper, including
non-Christmas paper for those who are buying gifts for other reasons, as
well as all of the embellishments that make our packages unique and spe-

cial. And this works too... every year we have customers at both stores The ball ornaments are made by gluing together 20 circles!

who wait to find out when we will be at the store, and then bring all of their
holiday shopping to us!

While we've always counted some handmade ornaments as part of our package-
decorating supply kit, most of the items have been purchased. While this does cost
about $300-400 per year, the increase in the amount we are able to raise more than
makes up for that expense. However, wouldn't it be great if we could cut down on our
expenditures even more, while supplying truly unique items that customers just couldn’t
find anywhere else?

Well, while watching a holiday crafting show on DIY Network last year, | saw an idea for
homemade ornaments using the decorated covers of Christmas cards. | thought, “Hey,
that doesn’t look difficult” so | tried it on a couple of our own Christmas cards that we
received that year. The result was really cute, and | decided to make some more and
use them as toppers for this year’s gift-wrapping event. So, | asked my mom to send out
one of her “emails to the masses” and request that people save their Christmas cards
after the season ends, and give us the decorated covers to use in a project. She also
spread the word at her office, and before | knew it, | had card fronts coming in by the
stack! Some even were mailed to us, and eventually | received enough to fill a large
cardboard box (the kind that reams of paper come in)!

| started assembling ornaments and also taught my mom how to do it, and we
now have over 100 Christmas ball ornaments made, with many more cut out
and ready to be assembled. | also came up with some other designs to add
some variety, and even made a dreidel pattern so that we can decorate Ha-
nukkah packages (using appropriate cards to make them, of course).

Since we used more than one thousand ornaments last year to decorate pack-
ages, we still have a lot more work to do and plenty of card fronts left in the
box! Therefore, we thought this would be a fun and easy project for other
GREAT members to help with, and we'd like to have a couple of days where
we get together and have a massive ornament making party! We'll make the
card ornaments, of course, along with those fun candy cane reindeer orna-
ments that we've used for the past several years. In addition, Fred and Betty
Freshcorn have donated greenery, ribbons, tiny shiny foil packages and other
trimmings so that we can make greenery bunches to use on packages! Fred is
also cutting out hundreds of thin wooden ornaments in the shape of snowmen,



