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Saturday, 2/20/10 
10:00am to 1:00pm 

Al Lopez Park, Shelter # 315 
4810 North Himes Avenue 

Tampa, FL  33614 
Rain or Shine 

Greyhound Rescue & Adoptions of Tampa Bay, Inc. and Greyhound Pets of 
America - Tampa Bay, are proud to announce the 4th Annual Parade of 

Greys... a walkathon to benefit retired and rescued greyhounds! 

Rain or shine, come enjoy a one mile walk, fellowship with other greyhound 
lovers, and learn more about the different groups that work tirelessly to 

find homes for retired racing greyhounds! 

Registration begins at 10:00am and the Walk begins at 11:00am.  There will 
be food and beverages available for purchase, fun activities, prize drawings 
and lots of great pet merchandise!  Stay tuned to www.great-greyhound.org 

for a list of vendors and activities, coming soon! 

I f you have quest ions, please call us at (813) 971-4732 or go to www.great-
greyhound.org. 

We hope you will come help us make this a GREYT Day! 

http://www.great-greyhound.org
http://www.great-
greyhound.org


DOG LOVERS - TAMPA  
Joyce McCarthy 813.962.7115  

MUVICO – NEW TAMPA 
Jean Mauser  813.971.5772 
JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825  

PETCO - BRANDON 
Susan O’Hara 813.643.7709  

PETCO - ODESSA  
BJ Vosburgh 813.920.6477   

PETCO - PORT RICHEY 
Burke Barnaby 727.697.2394  

PETCO - WESLEY CHAPEL  
JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825   

PETCO - WEST SHORE 
Tony & Bobbie Kovach   813.855.4000 
Cyndi Rennick   727.417.0913  

PETSMART - CITRUS  PARK  
Jodi Frazier  813.969.1310 
Fred Freshcorn  813.891.1861  

PETSMART - CLEARWATER  
Karen Powers 727.786.4398  

PET SUPERMARKET - LAKELAND  
Norma Rogers 813.754.4301 
Pamela Wiseman 863.324.6286  

Please continue to check our website event calendar for these 
and other events, at www.great-greyhound.org. 
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New Year 2010 ushers in several exciting events showcasing GREAT’s foster greyhounds and adopted greyhounds.  In 
addition to the regular meet-and-greets each month, here are these fun events:  

Florida RV SuperShow – GREAT will be at the Florida State Fairgrounds on Saturday and Sunday, January 16 and 17, 
from 10am-4pm.  It is an excellent opportunity to let folks from all walks of life and states know that greyhounds make 
great companions!  We’ll have two shifts per day, 10am-1pm and 1pm-4pm.  The more the merrier!  If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Kelly Faircloth at greytmom2008@gmail.com.  

Carrabba’s GREAT Benefit Luncheon – Join us on Saturday, January 30 from 11am-2pm at Carrabba’s Italian Grill at 
700 North Dale Mabry Highway, Tampa 33609 for a delicious charity benefit luncheon.  The menu will be chicken mar-
sala (vegetarian option available as well), vegetable, bread, Caesar salad, non-alcoholic beverage and Sogno di Ciocco-
lata “chocolate dream” dessert.  The restaurant will be open only for those attending the benefit lunchon.  Tickets will 
soon be available online (www.great-greyhound.org) for $20 including tip and donation to GREAT.    

Florida State Fair – The Fair will begin on Thursday, February 4, and end on Monday, February 15.  GREAT will once 
again provide adoption information and be available for questions about greyhounds as pets.  The hours are 9am-6pm 
daily and GREAT will be there every day with greyhound pets and/or fosters in attendance.  We’ll have two shifts per 
day, 9am-1:30pm and 1:30pm-6pm.  Our booth space is limited, so we’ll be looking for 2 people and 2-3 dogs per shift.  
If you are interested in signing up for a shift, please contact Kelly Faircloth at greytmom2008@gmail.com.  

Parade of Greys Walkathon – In cooperation with Greyhound Pets of America, Tampa Bay, GREAT will host this an-
nual walkathon on Saturday, February 20.  This will be at Al Lopez Park at 4810 North Himes, Tampa 33614.  The hours 
are 10am-1pm.  There will be many vendors and information tents for perusing before and after the actual walkathon 
which benefits both adoption/rescue groups.  Team and individual walkathon enrollment forms as well as vendor and 
sponsor forms are now available online at www.great-greyhound.org.  

Be on the lookout for more news and informational e-mails about these events, and please come out to visit or volunteer 
while supporting GREAT to enable us to provide continuing excellent care for all the foster greyhounds in our care!  You 
know the greyhounds enjoy these outings as much as the people!  

http://www.great-greyhound.org
http://www.great-greyhound.org
http://www.great-greyhound.org


GREAT congratulates the following adopters on their new four-legged family members!  

Cara & Art Arendt   Kool Kovu  Koolie 
Liana Bray    Where's My Kiss Kissy 
Michael Carioti    Hallo Cajun Hoss Cooper 
Marina & Chuck Cawle   Atascocita Jana  Jana 
Elizabeth & Michael Craig  Little Trail  Lizzie 
Darryl Gilbert & Buddy Holliday  USS Firestorm  Stormy 
Judy & Mike Linden   Atascocita Lazer Lucy 
Matt Marriott    RC Tuff Enough  Cooper 
Karen, Bob & Cliff Powers     Rosie 
Karen, Bob & Cliff Powers     Riley 
Sydne & Albert Sannito   Motley Skipper  Skipper  
Maureen Ripley    Fuzzys Fairchild Jewel 
Cynthia & Bill Weller   Atascocita Dalia  Dolly 
Pamela & Raymond Willis  Atascocita Lauri  Lauri 
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Twas the Friday before Christmas, and all through the house… we chased Buffy the Italian Greyhound, who had just 
grabbed the pills meant for my greyhound, Harley!  Harley dropped them and before any of us could react, Buffy had 
grabbed them and swallowed them.  Since Harley is an 85 pound greyhound and Buffy is a 12 pound Italian greyhound, I 
was quite concerned about how the medication would affect her.  So, since it was after 6pm, I called the Tampa Bay Vet-
erinary Emergency Services, located on Florida & Bearss Avenues.  

I spoke to the receptionist, and within just a couple of minutes, the doctor on staff that night got on the line.  She said that 
while one of the pills would not be a problem, the other one could be potentially life-threatening at such a high dose for 
Buffy’s size, and she recommended that I call the ASPCA Poison Control Line, and also that I go ahead and induce vom-
iting.  I didn't have the recommended inducer available (hydrogen peroxide) so Melinda ran to CVS while I called the Poi-
son Control Line.  By the time Melinda got back home, I had spoken to the representative and she had consulted with 
one of the staff vets.  He agreed that I should induce vomiting, and gave me the instructions on how to do so.  Once that 
took effect, I was to check the outcome (ewww!) for the pills… and hopefully I would find them.  They gave me a case 
number, and instructed me to call back after Buffy vomited.  

So, just 15-20 minutes after Buffy swallowed the pills, I administered the proper amount of hydrogen peroxide and just 2-
3 minutes later, Buffy vomited.  Thankfully, the pill that was causing the concern was found, with only the outer coating 
dissolved, and so we knew she would be ok.  

For this service, I was charged a $60 consultation fee by ASPCA, and it was worth every penny.  While I really didn’t 
care what I was charged, as long as Buffy would be ok, I knew I would have been charged more to take her to the emer-
gency vet AND the pill would have had more time to get into her system, since it would surely have dissolved more or 
maybe even completely, and she would perhaps have required hospitalization and follow-up.  I cannot praise the Poison 
Control service enough, and I strongly urge you all to keep the number in a prominent spot, and to always have a fresh 
bottle of hydrogen peroxide on hand.  (If the bottle isn’t fresh, it may not cause vomiting quickly enough).  Please do 
NOT induce vomiting unless advised to do so by a vet, as some substances may do more harm on the way back out.    

The Poison Control line is 888-426-4435 and is staffed 24 hours a day, 365 days per year.  I hope I won’t need to call 
them again, but with two extremely active 10 month old Italian greyhound pups running around, you can bet I’ve already 
got this number programmed into my phone!  What could have been a tragedy was resolved in less than an hour, right 
here at home… and I can’t image a better Christmas present than that! 



Janet is taking a well-deserved vacation this month, so in 
lieu of a new training article, we offer you excerpts from 
several past articles, each dealing with a separate prob-
lem.  For the complete article, please refer to the issue 
listed, which is available on our website.  

Counter -Surfing (October 2006):  

The secret to preventing or eliminating counter-surfing is 
really quite simple, but not always easy to accomplish.  
Why?  Because people are harder to train than dogs!  
Management is the key to success and if you are ever go-
ing to reform your counter-surfing greyhound, it is abso-
lutely essential that everyone in the household get into 
the habit of not leaving food out on the counter, or thawing 
in the kitchen sink!  

You can also teach your greyhound to perform a behavior 
that is incompatible with jumping on the kitchen counters, 
such as a Down-Stay. Your dog simply cannot be on the 
counters and doing a Down-Stay on the floor at the same 
time.  By teaching and rewarding the Down-Stay with lots 
of yummy training treats, you can make the floor a much 
more rewarding place for your greyhound to be than the 
kitchen counters.  You can find some quick “cheat sheets” 
on how to teach the Down-Stay at www.ddfl.org/beh-
commands.htm.  

Leave It (January 2007):    

The behavior is very easy and fun to for dogs to learn, 
since it involves treats as rewards.  First, place a treat on 
the floor a few feet from your dog. When s/he goes for the 
treat, cover it with your foot.  Be sure to wear sturdy 
shoes, not sandals! Ignore his/her sniffing and pawing at 
the treat and do not say anything.  When s/he looks away 
from the treat or looks at you, say “Yes!” and reward with a 
treat from your hand (not the floor) and verbal praise.  
Once s/he is consistently looking at you instead of trying to 
get the treat from under your foot, add the verbal cue, 
“Leave It” when s/he first looks at the treat on the floor.  
Then when s/he looks at you, say “Yes” and give the dog 
a treat from your hand.     

Teach the behavior in a quiet environment with no distrac-
tions to make it easier for your dog to concentrate and to 
perform the behavior correctly and earn a reward.  You 
should train in a variety of locations because dogs do not 
generalize the way that humans do.  If you only teach 
“Leave it” in the kitchen, your dog will think that it only ap-
plies in that location.  All family members should also take 
a turn working with the dog so that s/he will respond to all 
of them.  As your training progresses, you can also start 


