
GREAT’s Third Annual Cruise was a big success, for GREAT and for three other grey-
hound organizations that were represented on the cruise!  Each group received a dona-
tion for each ticket sold – and the travelers got to bask in the Eastern Caribbean for a 
week.  Not a bad deal!  

And now for the exciting news... we'll be skipping a cruise in 2009.  How is that exciting?  
Well, the reason we are skipping a year is so that we'll have more time to save our pen-
nies for a 2010 cruise to ALASKA!  Yep, we're going to Alaska, and while we don’t yet 
have final details on the itinerary and pricing, our plan is to offer a cruise-only option and 
a land + cruise option.  The land portion will be 4 or 5 days, and the cruise will be 7 
days!  Why go all the way to Alaska and completely miss out on the interior of this beau-
tiful state?  Our land tour will include a trip on a glass domed train through the wilder-
ness and overnight stays within the wilderness parks on our way to Anchorage/Whittier, 
where we will board the ship.  (Passengers who choose not to do the land portion of our 
trip will join us in Anchorage).   

Then, it's a 7 day cruise through the Inner Passage, where the water will be as smooth 
as glass and we'll see gorgeous mountains and glaciers on both sides of the ship!  We'll 
have several ports of call where we can do things like fly over the glaciers, check out 
dog-sledding, etc.!  We finish up the cruise in Vancouver (Canada) and will likely choose 
an itinerary that will include a bus ride back to Seattle, our starting point, which will 
make it easier for us to get good prices on round trip air fare (rather than fly into one city 
and fly home from another city).   

Those who have been to Alaska say that it is the trip of a lifetime, so I hope many of you 
will want to go on this amazing journey with us!  We'll be traveling in June or July 2010, 
and while we are still waiting for word from the cruise line about specific dates and pric-
ing, we want to keep this fresh in your minds so that you have plenty of time to save up 
the money for this trip!  Once the prices are released, then initial deposits ($250 per per-
son) need to be made VERY quickly.  Alaska is a very popular destination and we won't 
have the luxury of taking weeks to make up our minds!    

We hope you will decide you’d like to join us on this wonderful trip!  If you have any 
questions about this opportunity, please contact us at GREATinfo@great-greyhound.org

 

or call (813) 971-4732.  And stay tuned… we truly are expecting word about dates and 
pricing VERY soon!    
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We often get calls and emails from school-age kids, asking about earning community service hours with GREAT.  Since 
GREAT does not have a kennel, walking the dogs or cleaning crates isn’t an option, but there are other ways that kids 
can earn hours and help the greyhounds.    

It is important to note that due to insurance requirements, GREAT must have a signed waiver that we will not be held 
responsible for anything that might happen during one of our events.  Also, depending on the child’s age, we may require 
that a parent or legal guardian must be present with the child while they are working at a GREAT event.  In addition, 
since many of the kids who ask us about community service hours know a GREAT member personally, it may be possi-
ble for that member to accept personal responsibility for the child while at a GREAT event (with a parent’s permission).  

Here are some of the ways kids have earned community service hours with GREAT:  

Work Days at Grey Haven (in Sparr, Florida):  This is an out of town event, and as such, an adult (a parent or GREAT 
member) must agree to accept personal responsibility for the child, including transporting that child.  

Picnics and Parade of Greys:  We can use all the help we can get with these events, and in fact, we’ve had entire Girl 
Scout troops, school clubs and university sororities/fraternities come out to help us with everything from setting up/
breaking down, to manning booths, to being contest judges, etc.!  

Gift-Wrapping:  This event, while it doesn’t involve working directly with the greyhounds, is very important to GREAT’s 
financial picture.  Having school kids available to work alongside experienced volunteers is very helpful!  

Craft Days:  We can also put kids to work before gift-wrapping starts, making the toppers that we use during the event.  

Meet & Greets:  Since we have meet & greets several times a month, there is always an opportunity just around the 
corner for a kid to help.  Please note that kids will only be allowed to work directly with the dogs if they are strong enough 
to hold the leash, hold the leash correctly, and are under the direct supervision of an experienced volunteer.   

Other Projects:  Food drives, garage sales, donation drives, etc.  Have your child come up with an idea and present it to 
us!   

As you can see, even though we don’t have a facility, there are a number of ways to get kids involved with GREAT.  If 
you have a kid that wants to help, or work with a school, scouting group, university, etc. and want to get the kids in-
volved, please give us a call! 

Trim your greyhound’s nails once a month to keep the feet comfortable and the body in proper alignment.  Petco and 
PETsMART will trim nails for walk-ins (for a minimal fee).  Be sure to take along proof of vaccines.  Most vets will give a 
complimentary nail trim at the annual wellness visit. 

Dingy collars?  Collars and leashes, even fancy ones, can be safely washed in a lingerie bag in the clothes washer in 
cool or cold water.  Then drip dry. 

Large collar wardrobe?  Buy a clip from Lowe’s or online to put the rabies tag and ID tag and GREAT ID tag on.  You 
can then easily move the tags from one collar to another. 



GREAT congratulates the following adopters on their new four-legged family members!  

Terri Bollinger-Foster & Tom Foster     Sophie 
Lindsey Graham   Hot Foot Koala   Bear 
Leslie & Dave Hardy   Kaias Diamond   Diamond 
NIta Hospel    Ruby Diane   Ruby 
Beth Hyde-Hood & Dave Hood  Kaias Bd Impala  Hazel 
Mary & Mark Lilly   Genius Play Now  Bella 
Barbara McClernan   Atascocita Rhona  Emma 
Stacy & Danny Paul   Lostlands Delta   Willow 
Karen & Bob Powers   Tristar Cobra   Cobie 
Karen Sanford & Travis Teuber  Atascocita Viv   Vivian 
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DOG LOVERS - TAMPA  
Joyce McCarthy 813.962.7115  

MUVICO – NEW TAMPA 
Jean Mauser  813.971.5772 
JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825  

PETCO - BRANDON 
Susan O’Hara 813.643.7709  

PETCO - ODESSA  
BJ Vosburgh 813.920.6477   

PETCO - WESLEY CHAPEL  
JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825   

PETCO - WEST SHORE 
Cindy Wiehrs 813.289.4386  

PETSMART - CITRUS  PARK  
Jodi Frazier  813.969.1310 
Fred Freshcorn  813.891.1861  

PETCO - PORT RICHEY 
Burke Barnaby 727.697.2394  

PETSMART - CLEARWATER  
Karen Powers 727.786.4398  

PET SUPERMARKET - LAKELAND  
Norma Rogers 813.754.4301 
Pamela Wiseman 863.324.6286 

Donate to GREAT and it doesn’t cost you a penny!   Whenever you shop online at any of the 700+ online stores in the 
iGive network, a portion of the amount spent is donated to GREAT.   The list of stores includes:  Drs. Foster & Smith, 
PetCareRx, 1-800-PetMeds and many others.  Being naturally suspicious, I have compared prices by going directly to 
the store’s on-line site and by going through iGive and they are the same.   

For those interested in how this works:  The merchants pay iGive a sales commission and iGive pays a portion of the 
commission to the charitable entities. For more information, go to www.igive.com.    

To register on their site go to www.iGive.com/welcome/warmwelcome.cfm?c=35676&m=605231.  This link will set 
GREAT as your favorite cause. We currently have very few GREAT members registered with iGive. In these tough eco-
nomic times, we can definitely use the donations.  

If you have trouble registering with the site, just let us know.  As always, we thank you all for everything you do to sup-
port the greyhounds!  

http://www.igive.com
http://www.iGive.com/welcome/warmwelcome.cfm?c=35676&m=605231



