
From time to time, we hear from potential 
adopters (or from existing foster homes!) that 
they would love to adopt a special needs or 
senior dog, but they are concerned that the 
dog will require medical care in the future that 
they may not be able to afford.  This has been 
a dilemma for GREAT since our inception… 
what do we do to encourage people to adopt 
dogs that have a health condition or a limited 
number of years left?  

Over the last couple of years, we have formu-
lated an incentive program called “Care for 
Life” which we have put into place in order to 
make it easier for families to adopt dogs with 
issues... in some cases, the medication may 
be expensive, or the potential for expensive 
vet work in the future is probable, or the dog is 
a senior with limited time left but still needs to 
be able to call someplace home!  Basically it's 
an adoption agreement with an extra adden-

dum that stipulates certain items that will be covered by GREAT for the life of the con-
tract or the dog... and it's tailored to each situation.  For example, Captain, our most re-
cent Care for Life adoption, has diabetes insipidus which requires daily medication.  
This medication is not as expensive as it once was, but it’s not cheap either, and the 
amount that the dog needs could fluctuate.  In addition, while dogs with this condition 
have normal lives as long as they are well-managed, there may be the potential for peri-
odic lab tests, etc.  These things, quite understandably, were an obstacle preventing us 
finding a permanent home for Captain, so he became eligible for the Care for Life pro-
gram.    

His adoption agreement states that GREAT will cover the cost of his medication as well 
as any further testing or medical needs related to his condition, but all other medical 
needs, including heartworm prevention, dentals, annual wellness exam, etc. will be the 
responsibility of his adopter.  It’s a win-win situation… GREAT no longer has the full 
financial responsibility for his care as we would if he remained a foster dog indefinitely, 
and his adoptive family has gained a sweet, wonderful companion who will bring them 
years of joy, without the extra financial burden that adopting a special needs dog can 
bring.  

So as you can see, this is a great program that makes it possible for these sweet dogs 
to find a home without breaking the bank for their families!     

There are a couple of things to remember.  GREAT reserves the right to decide which 
dogs are eligible for the Care for Life program.  In addition, ONLY dogs that are cur-
rently in foster care may be considered… if a dog develops a special need after adop-
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Captain gets a new family! 



Tony & Bobbie Kovach and their greyhound Cassie, joined 
Apple the foster dog and me for a presentation to Barbie 
Monty’s fifth grade class at Carrollwood Day School during 
the first week of March. It was a delightful experience. The 
students were extremely interested in the dogs and the 
care they received before, while, and after racing. The 
class was small, only 15 students, therefore, we were able 
to sit down and talk—not just “lecture.”    

It is a truly uplifting experience to see the enthusiasm and 
interest that these students exhibited.  We were all very 
happy that we had an opportunity to work with these chil-
dren.  

A second opportunity presented itself to us on April first—
yes it was April Fools Day, but this pair of presentations 
touched approximately 100 students at St Anthony’s Inter-
parochial Catholic School in San Antonio.  Due to size of 
our audiences, this was a completely different experience.  
Laurel and Abby and Burke and Barnaby joined me for this 
event.    

We met with the students and teachers on the basketball 
court in the park across the street from the school.  It was 
a gorgeous day with shade for the dogs and a lovely 
breeze.  We met with the younger children first and even 
though the oldest were only in third grade they interacted 
with terrific questions and answers.    

Following the first presentation we had a long break in a 
nice cool classroom in the school.  The dogs had a nice 

rest and the adults had a very good lunch and rest.  Then 
we went back to the park and met with the middle-school 
grades.  Even though it was midday and getting warmer 
the students were very attentive and interacted very well 
with both adults and dogs.    

These presentations allow us to reach an entire new gen-
eration who will hopefully let the voices and their hearts be 
heard.  It is through these little steps that big changes can 
be made.  I would love to have more people involved in 
the school program.  That way we could carry a message 
even further. If you are interested in joining us in our 
school and community outreach, please contact me at 
daveles@mindspring.com.  
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tion, we cannot assume responsibility for that condition. 
Each contract is written to apply to that specific dog… so 
the Care for Life agreement for a 14 year old greyhound 
may be quite different from the agreement for a dog with a 
degenerative spinal condition.  

This program has already made it possible for us to place 
dogs that might otherwise have remained in foster care for 
years and years!  

If you’d like to know more about our Care for Life program 
and which dogs are currently eligible, please contact us at 
(813) 971-4732 or you can email GREATinfo@great-
greyhound.org.  If you are unable to consider a special 
needs or senior adoption but would like to support this 

Leslie, Tony, Bobbie & Cassie lead a group discussion 

program, please consider sending a donation to the follow-
ing address:  

GREAT, Inc. 
Attn: Care for Life Program 
P.O. Box 152407 
Tampa, FL  33684-2407  

Or if you prefer to donate through PayPal with a credit 
card, debit card or direct debit from your account, you can 
go to our website at www.great-greyhound.org and on the 
left side of the page, click on “How You Can Help.”  Click 
on “Sponsorship Form” and you will be able to fill out the 
form, designate what type of donation you are making, 
add comments, and then go to PayPal to finish the trans-
action.  Thank you for your support! 

http://www.great-greyhound.org


GREAT congratulates the following adopters on their new four-legged family members!  

Chris Ales    PG’s Captain   Captain 
Tracie Barrett & John Palli  Altered Wind   Midnight 
Sheri & Larry Burgroff   Goodbye Sheila   Sheila 
Sheri & Larry Burgroff   Kaias Player   Player 
Rachel & Joshua Choate  My Hunch   Lex 
Janet & Mark DuBois   Altered Wind   Midnight 
Betty & Fred Freshcorn   Kiowa Baby Yokel  Yokel 
Shelley Meguiar    Atascocita Yentl   Yentl 
Mary & James Noe   GLO's King Elvis  Elvis 
Susan & Joe O'Hara   Lil Claribel   Clare 
Peggy & Peter Smith   CNC Gold Glitz   Chloe 
Alan Solowitz    Hot Foot Akeem  Rom 
Pam & Joe Thomas   Silver Bongo   Zoey 
Kimberly Wolverton   M's Pretty Nancy  Nancy 
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DOG LOVERS - TAMPA  
Joyce McCarthy 813.962.7115  

MUVICO – NEW TAMPA 
Jean Mauser  813.971.5772 (Friday Nights) 
JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825 (Saturday Nights)  

PETCO - BRANDON 
Susan O’Hara 813.643.7709  

PETCO - WESLEY CHAPEL  
BJ Vosburgh 813.920.6477   

PETCO - WESLEY CHAPEL  
JoAnn Copertino 813.994.9825  

PETCO - WEST SHORE 
Cindy Wiehrs 813.289.4386  

PETSMART - CITRUS  PARK  
Burke Barnaby 727.697.2394  

PETSMART - CLEARWATER  
Karen Powers 727.786.4398  

PET SUPERMARKET - LAKELAND  
Norma Rogers 813.754.4301 
Pamela Wiseman 863.324.6286  

Please see online Event Calendar for other appearances! 

Just a quick reminder on the important dates for the cruise:  

$25 due at the time of your reservation, up until June 18, 2008.   
$225 due on June 19, 2008. 
Remaining balance due on September 2, 2008.    

Remember, you can always make partial payments between these dates as well, and in fact, many of us plan to do ex-
actly that!  Also, if you haven’t made your reservation yet, the daily fuel surcharge will go up to $7 on April 21, 2008.  
Reservations that were made before April 21 will be locked in at the daily fuel surcharge of $5.  

Check out www.great-greyhound.org for more information! 

http://www.great-greyhound.org


While many greyhounds seem to instinctively know how to 
walk politely on leash, there are those who need a little 
extra tutoring in that department.  The good news is that 
through the use of positive training techniques and the 
proper equipment, any greyhound can learn to be a joy to 
take for a walk.  

One of the most frequent complaints that I hear as a dog 
trainer is, “My dog pulls on the leash – he’s dragging me 
all over the place!”  This is a common frustration with all 
dog breeds, not just greyhounds. Understanding what mo-
tivates dogs to pull on the leash is critical to solving the 
problem.    

For starters, dogs have four legs to our two.  They natu-
rally move at a much faster pace than we do, and no 
doubt find our sluggish pace quite annoying.  They also 
have a much greater sense of smell than we humans do 
and are exposed to an incredible array of exciting scents 
every time they step outside.  As sighthounds, our grey-
hounds have an additional heightened visual sense that 
can also create the urge to bound ahead of us to check 
things out.  The world is a fascinating place, especially for 
a greyhound who may have spent all or most of his life at 
the dog track or breeding farm.  With all of that in mind, 
can you really blame your greyhound for being overly en-
thusiastic about going for a walk?  

Knowing that your greyhound is strongly motivated to 
move forward and get to all that exciting stuff, you are now 
going to use that to your advantage.  You will teach your 
greyhound that in order to move forward, he must walk on 
a loose leash, which means that there can be absolutely 
no tension on the leash.  He can get to where he wants to 
go, but only if he does not pull.  

You will need some basic tools to teach your greyhound to 
do this:  a four – six foot nylon, cotton or leather leash; 
some soft bite-sized treats (such as Pupperoni, string 
cheese, sliced hot dogs); and a good supply of patience! 
Start off by giving your dog a verbal cue, such as “Let’s 
go!” to signal that you are going for a walk.  As you are 
walking, if your greyhound pulls and the leash is tight, 
stop walking immediately .  Hold the leash close to your 
mid-section and slightly bend your knees to support your-
self against the weight of your dog.  You want the dog to 
feel as if he is tied to a dead weight and is going abso-
lutely nowhere.  While some dogs are more persistent 
than others, most will fairly quickly turn to look back at 
their handler as if to say, “Hey, what gives? Why did we 
stop?”  When the dog does so, he will cause the leash to 
slacken, which is your cue to treat and praise, then con-
tinue on with the walk.   
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While it may sound pretty simple, you will probably find at 
first that after taking another step or two, your greyhound 
is pulling again. Terrific!  You now have another opportu-
nity to stop, treat and praise when the leash slackens, and 
then continue on with your walk.  This is where that "good 
supply of patience” comes in handy, because it can be a 
little frustrating in the beginning to have to keep stopping.  
But it is crucial that you repeat this each and every time 
that your dog pulls so that he can get the message that 
the good thing (going forward for a walk) stops when he is 
pulling, and that it starts up again (along with a yummy 
treat) when he is not pulling.  Dogs learn by making asso-
ciations, and the association that you want your grey-
hound to make is that the “good stuff” happens when 
he is not pulling on the leash.    

You can speed up the process of teaching loose leash 
walking by using one of the new front-fastening harnesses 
that are on the market.  Unlike most dog harnesses, these 
harnesses attach to the leash at the front of the dog’s 
chest, rather than on his back.  (Traditional harnesses can 
actually encourage pulling because you get the “mushing” 
effect – the pressure on the dog’s back may make him 
think he needs to pull even harder.)    

With the front fastening harness, if the dog attempts to pull 
ahead, he is instead turned back toward the handler.  This 
can help to eliminate the step of stopping and waiting for 
the dog to look at you and slacken the leash because he 
will do it automatically while wearing the harness.  You 
can quickly give a yummy treat, praise, and proceed on 
your walk, usually with a lot less pulling fairly quickly.  Two 


